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bring the goods to Heit. But this affair is badly managed,
so that, with getting boats sufficient and other impediments,
they are commonly five, six, and sometimes more days before
the" merchants with their goods are fairly embarked. But
passengers who have only their baggage are easily accommo-
dated and, as a small imposition of expence is to them of no
consideration, they may immediately get boats to Hilla, and
from thence may be well provided with others to Bassora;
and is the way that I proposed to have taken; but the few
journals we have of passing this desart, and those so contra-
dictor}', made me resolve to prefer curiosity to ease and
proceed throughout by land. This afternoon we left Cobiesse,'
and at seven encamped; country hilly, very sandy, barren
and strong. A hot day, being little wind, and the night not
so pleasant as usual.
zist. Set out this morning about four, and baiting an
hour at noon proceeded till five, when encamped by a stag-
nated water, that stunk abominably but seemed not the least
offensive to the camels or their masters, who it is certain
have the best stomachs and least delicacy, both one and the
other, of any men or beast in the universe. When a camel is
old or infirm, that he is not able to proceed, they not only
butcher him for food but eat thereof, when no carrion can
stink worse; as it happened in this journey that they once
had some of the said flesh remaining so long as was sufficient
to infect the whole caravan. The country today for the most
part plain, except here and there a few breaks and elevations;
and our situation this evening is not unpleasant, being a good
deal of verdure about, the water and the shrubs everywhere
thicker than ordinary. Near one of the pools is a small
hillock upon which I found two groves [graves?] of some
unhappy travellers, with some leather flasks rotted by the
sun lying by them. Our course today was about S.S.E. The
wind northerly, and tolerably cool.
zznd. Departed about four, and this morning several went
out of the road some distance and got a supply of good water.
At noon we baited as usual; and proceeding until sunset,
encamped in a bottom, where the soil was so sandy and loose